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i INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY COMMISSIONER LEMONS: 
2 Q. Good morning, sir. You are 
3 A. Yes, I am. 
. 4 Q . I 1 m Commissioner Lemons. And this 
s is Commissioner Ross to my right. 
6 COMMISSIONER ROSS: Hello. 
7 THE INMATE: Hello. 
8 Q. How are you feeling today? I know you saw the 
. 9 board last month and you had some medical issues? 
1 0 A. Yes. Just my blood pressure was too high 
1 1 actually. 160 over 110, so they think that's 
l 2 kind of high. 
l 3 Q. Oh, yeah, that 1 s kind of high. How are you 
l 4 feeling today? 
l s A. I'm nervous but otherwise you know . 
l 6 Q . Well, if you at any time if you want to stop, 
l 7 we can stop, you know. Your health is important. 
l 8 Okay. This is a reappearance for you. You've 
l 9 seen the board quite a number of times before. 
2 0 What board is this for you? 
2 l A. Number eight. 
2 2 Q. You're presen:·ly s~rving a 15 to life for murder 
2 3 second degree . The crime involved a victim who 
2 4 were shot in the head . Apparently, I believe it 
. . 
2 s wa.s you who wo:rk~,6~. at . this - -
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Yes. 
FUSL000017 
3 
-- was it like a junk yard or salvage yard? 
Yes, a salvage yard. 
You had been fired. And you came back there to 
retrieve some . of your items. You came back with 
a couple of friends . . And was it the owner -- the 
owner was there -- or three of the workers, 
correct? 
Yes . 
Three workers were there and I guess you sort of 
took out your revenge on them? 
Well 
And they were robbed also of their belongings? 
Yes. 
They were all asked to lie down on the floor with 
their face facing down and each all three of them 
" ' ... \ . . .... ·~ . . ' - ,. , . . 
were shot in the head. Two of the victims died . 
Who did the shooting? 
I shot. I mean I shot one victim. 
You shot one of the victims? 
Yes. Yes. 
And shot the other two? 
Yes. 
Who was 
He's -- he was my co-defendant, obviously a guy 
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that was around the neighborhood that I knew had 
guns . r · asked him to come and help me. 
Did he know the victims at all? 
No . 
Did you know the victims? I don't know how long 
you had worked there. 
Approximately a year, maybe a year and a half. 
So what was your thi nking? I mean, this is kind 
of a real tough sentence to put on someone for 
being fired. 
Yes. 
You know, first of all, you were fired for poor 
performance and drug use? 
Drug use. Drug use. 
How old were you then? 
About 27, I guess. 
And what was going on in your life? 
;. . ~ . 
Excuse me? 
What was going on in your life? Using drugs . 
What drugs? 
Heroin and cocaine. 
Were you stealing from the place? 
Yes. 
When they hired you there, did they know you had 
a criminal record? 
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Can you tell me what your thoughts were at the 
time, I mean to go back there? Was your 
intention to what was your intention when you 
attained the aide of this co-defendant? 
My intention was to rob -- to rob somebody. To 
rob -- you know, I think -- if I go back and 
really think about it, before I ask my 
co - defendant to help me, you know, I was trying 
to find someone to rob on my own. I didn't have 
a weapon. So I actually went and asked 
to help to -- I can't sit here and 
rationalize, you know, intelligently 
intelligently what happened. 
Sometimes it's not -- you know, we don't 
necessarily expect things to make sense. 
It doesn't make sense at all. 
But I would like to know, you know, what your 
thoughts were. You know, what you were thinking. 
If you're thoughts were I just want to kill 
somebody, then that's what I want to hear, you 
know. If your thoughts were 
My thoughts was to get some money and get the 
hell out and run. 
Okay. 
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And don't get caught . 
Now who got shot first? 
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The owner or the -- I don't know if he was the 
owner. 
Was he the one you shot? 
Yes. 
You shot him first? 
Yes. 
And then shot the other two? 
When I was running out. 
Now one of the v i ctims survived the 
.. \ 
shooting. He's paralyzed. And he was able to 
implicate you in the crime. Okay. Now this i s 
not your first run-in with the law. You've had a 
pr i or -- you had a prior state b i d, correct? 
In '72 or '73. 
,•. ~ 
Seventy-three? 
Yes . 
For a weapon. Was that a gun? 
Yes. 
Okay. And you did about a year, maybe a little 
over a year before being paroled. And you 
..... 
eventually ME'ed. You maxed out . So when you 
obtained the assistance o f your friend there, did 
you have a gun at that time? 
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No. 
He had both guns? 
Yes. 
Was there a third person or just the two of you? 
Just the two of us. 
Okay. So now there's three - - what you thought 
was three bodies lying there. And you left. You 
went back home or wherever? 
I just ran. 
You just ran. And how soori were you arrested 
after that? 
I think a couple of weeks. 
A couple of weeks. And did you cooperate with 
the police? At first you denied it. Did you 
deny it at first or what? 
No, I don't think I ever denied it with the 
police when they caught me. It was kind of 
almost like a relief. 
Okay . And what was taken from the place during 
the robbery? 
Just money. 
Okay, sir. You've been in prison how long now? 
Almost 29 years. 
,. • .. •· I._ 
Twenty-nine years, okay . You've done a lot in 
prison. Your conduct has been very acceptable. 
1 
2 
3 
- .. 4 ::-> 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 A. 
1 0 
1 1 
l 2 A. 
l 3 
l 4 Q . 
. 
1 5 
l 6 
l 7 
l 8 A. 
l 9 Q. 
2 0 A. 
2 l Q. 
2 2 
2 3 
2 4 A . 
2 s 
; 
FUSL000017 
8 
A couple minor tier-2 tickets in 29 years. 
You've completed a lot of programs. You've been 
granted, under the new law, a limited credit for 
time allowance, which allows you to -- in your 
si~u~tion, because you were already seeing 
boards, I think, if and when you're released, 
you'll be released six months earlier; is that 
correct? 
No. No . I think just the guys who see the 
. . 
initial boards. 
COMMISSIONER ROSS: Yes. 
For the reappearance you just get the 
certificate. 
Okay. In any event, because of your -- you were 
~ranted the certificate because of your 
completion of your Masters program. Where did 
you receive the Masters? 
In Sing Sing. 
And through what program? 
~t1S, , New York Theological Seminary. 
Now tell me about some of the things you're most 
proud of, the accomplishments you've made since 
/Ou 'v~ been in prison. 
It's a few that I can highlight. 
p,.rogram . 
i \, !. 
rhat's the AIDS program. 
One is a Pace 
At that time 
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it was a lot of ignorance in the prison system. 
Nobody wanted to sit with no one and talk with no 
one. If you went to sick call, you might come 
back, your cell might be burnt out. So a few of 
us, we sat down and talked about it. And we 
decided to see if we can combat that. We put a 
proposal together and presented it to the 
administration. It took them about a year to 
actually approve it. And from I think '91 Pace 
been very instrumental in helping to combat the 
HIV/AIDS stigma in the prison system. I think 
another one is when the World Trade Center - - the 
bombing of the World Trade Center and I was in 
Woodbourne. I remember going to the counselor 
and asking him, you know, listen, what can we do 
as prisoners. He suggested we just take a 
donation and send it. I think, not for me, but 
just looking at the guys digging in their pockets 
that didn't have money, but just giving money, I 
thought that was very, very good on their part. 
Nothing really I did. I just asked if we can do 
it. And I asked the guys to donate. As far as 
the AVP, AVP is another program that I really 
that I think really saved my life. You know, 
I've been involved with the AVP program since 
.. ... t~ 
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about '87. It's a non-violent program. 
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I'm 
still involved with it, deeply involved with it. 
.. 
I don't do programs actually to come to the 
parole board and get out, you know, because I did 
programs. I think I do programs and take all 
these programs so when I get out it will help me 
stay out. As far as the Masters degree, you 
know, . the journey was the mo~t important thing to 
me. It wasn't -- as far as I'm concerned, they 
can just keep the degree. The journey was the 
blessing. 
Also in your folder are many letters of support 
from both staff and people that you've met along 
your journey. I'm not going to read them all, 
but there are many . This is a particularly 
horrible crime, heinous crime . 
Yes, it is. Yes, it is. 
And it makes our job very difficult. 
~.' ~ . -. 
Yes, I know. 
All the information we have indicates that the 
victims were decent, upstanding people in the 
community. This happened in the city of Mount 
Vernon; is that correct? 
The Bronx. 
In the Bronx? 
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Yes. 
Was the -- where was the salvage yard? 
In the Bronx. 
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That was in the Bronx, okay. You're right. The 
Bronx. So, you know, the whole -- the whole 
thing is, you know, extremely upsetting. I see 
your co-defendant did get -- was granted release. 
Not that that will have any bearing on our 
decision, but I will note it for the record. 
COMMISSIONER LEMONS: Commissioner Ross, 
any additional questions? 
COMMISSIONER ROSS: No. You gave a very 
thorough interview . Thank you. 
I briefly touched on al l the aspects 
which I think we're required to, but is there 
anything further you would like to add? 
Yes. There's two copies one for each. 
COMMISSIONER ROSS: Thank you. 
Commissioner Lemons, I heard you said it's a 
tough decision . And I know it's definitely a 
, < " • • •· • f ;.. I 
tough decision. What I just gave you is a packet 
of guys and women that's been incarcerated and 
have now turned their life around. They got 
rewarded, you know, for the good works they doing 
in · the community. 
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These are the guys that I've been with in prison . 
These are the guys who was here and we talked. 
We made a promise that once we were released we 
would be a solution, not a problem. You know, we 
would no longer be a problem. We would be a 
~olution to ihe problems. These guys right here, 
they've been to the parole board many times. And 
the commissioners had a hard time. I mean, some 
of them was hard to make the decisions, but they 
made the tough decisions. And I'm asking you, if 
it's in your gut -- you know, I know the crime is 
i 
a terrible, terrible crime. But if you think I'm 
actually one of these people right here that can 
make a difference in the community, which I know 
I can, then I ask you to release me. 
Okay. For the record, has handed us 
. .. ..:.: .. 
a copy of --
Citizens ~gainst Recidivism. 
An upcoming event . Well, I'm sorry. A past 
event in which Citizens Against Recidivism, Inc . , 
it's t i.le third annual citizens award with keynote 
sp~ake~. former chairman Georgia Alexander and New 
York State senator Bill Perkins was speaking, 
a rnong c the: ~s . And a list of awardees. And 
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basically the program, a copy of the program is 
here with bios of some of the awardees. And 
there are a list of awardees who are, for the 
~.ost part, px:ior inmates. So I want to thank you 
for that. I thank you for coming down. You 
interviewed well . I hope your health is good. 
We're going to talk about it, try to make a 
decision and h ave an answer for you shortly. 
Okay? 
This is probably a strange request. Can I get 
-· . 
the answer in a little while? 
Well, you've been through a number of boards 
before, so you probably know how the system 
works. We haven't made a decision yet. We'll 
discuss the case, we ' ll make a decision and we'll 
have it in writing for you in a couple of days. 
Okay . 
Al l right. Thank you. 
AFTER DUE DELIBERATION BY THE PAROLE BOARD 
PANEL, THE FOLLOWING DECISION HAS BEEN RENDERED : 
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D E C I S I 0 N 
Parole is denied. Hold 24 months. 
appearance November 2011. 
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Next 
Following a careful and complete review of 
the record and of the interview, it is the 
conclusion of this panel that if you were 
released at this time there is a reasonable 
probability that you would not live and remain at 
liberty without violating the law and your 
release would be incompatible with the public's 
safety, and welfare of the community. This 
decision is based on the following: You are 
presently serving time for your conviction of 
murder second degree. During a robbery, and as 
revenge for being fired, you and your 
co - defendant went to your prior place of 
employment, made the three victims lie down with 
their nose to the ground, where they were robbed 
and then shot in the head. Two of the victims 
died and one survived and was able to give 
information to the police. This remains one of 
the most heinous and callous crimes that reflects 
a total disregard for human life. Your criminal 
history includes a prior gun possession. Noted 
are your many factors, notwithstanding your good 
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disciplinary, your educational achievements and 
your many letters of support and your issuance of 
a Certificate of Limited Credit Time Allowance. 
However, after consideration of all the factors 
found in ·your folder, early release is again 
denied. 
(THE COMMISSIONERS CONCUR) 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
1 0 
1 1 
1 2 
1 3 
1 4 
l 5 
l 6 
l 7 
l 8 
1 9 
2 0 
2 l 
2 2 
2 3 
2 4 
2 s 
. .. 
REPORTER'S CERTIFICATION 
FUSL000017 
16 
I, MALKIE FINER, a Sho rthand and 
reporter Notary Public within and for the 
State of New York, do hereby verify that 
the foregoing is a true and correct 
transcript of the minutes recorded by me 
and reduced to typewriting under my 
supervision. 
MALKIE FINER 
